
Access
Duff House Mausoleum is situated just under a mile from Duff
House along a rough track, in a beautiful and peaceful
spot above the River Deveron. The original Duff
House estate was much larger than that shown
on this map, but is now privately owned.

There is little parking at the Mausoleum
but plenty near Duff House itself.
However there is a marked walk
through the woods - see separate
FoDH leaflet for full information
about various points of interest:

1. Collie Lodge
2. Vinery
3. The Barnyards
4. East Lodge
5. Fife Gates
6. Laundry
7. Dogs’ headstone
8. Fishing Temple
9. Ice House
10. Parkland
11. Mausoleum
12. Playground
13. Golf Course
The Mausoleum is kept locked at all times except for Guided Tours (contact Duff
House/Historic Environment Scotland for more information) and some Doors
Open Days (contact Aberdeenshire Council for more information).

There are three large steps to get into the Mausoleum, and although
the outside is fairly flat, it can be quite muddy.

Duff House itself is an Historic Environment Scotland managed fully furnished
period Country House and part of the National Galleries of Scotland with an
extensive collection on display. Open every day 11-5 Apr-Oct, last entry
4.30pm. Thu to Sun Nov-Mar 11-4, last entry 3.30pm. Tel 01261 818181. HS
members free entry. Admission fee applicable except to shop, tea-room and
toilets. Disabled access to all floors.

• completed in 1792 by 2nd Earl Fife, James Duff;

• believed to be built on the site of St Mary’s Chapel - part of a
Carmelite monastery;

• the crypt contains the remains of the first five Earls and a number of
other relatives;

• has some excellent examples of “Coade” stone (and a not so good
one !);

• the gate is an elaborate and excellent piece of 18th century iron work,
believed to be made in the Banff Foundry;

• the external tomb came from St Mary’s Kirkyard in Banff; an
interesting story from 1912 relates to it leaning away from the wall;

• there is an inscription referring to Robert the Bruce, now inside;

• a rare (in the UK) plant “Abraham Isaac Jacob” has established a
foothold close to the Mausoleum.
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